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BUILDING A LEGACY OF PEACE 

 

SERVICE IN WESTMINSTER CATHEDRAL 

 

Monday 10 May 2010 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

I welcome you all to Westminster Cathedral 

this afternoon for this service dedicated to 

‘Building a Legacy of Peace’. I welcome, most 

especially, His Royal Highness The Prince of 

Wales. We are most honoured by your 

presence. I welcome Councillor Duncan 

Sandys, the Lord Mayor of the City of 

Westminster and I welcome, too, the Bishop of 

London, Bishop Chartres who leads this 

service with me. 

 

This ceremony marks the second anniversary 

of the tragic death of Jimmy Mizen. We are 

most grateful to the Mizen family, especially 

Barry and Margaret, for this initiative and for 

the work carried out by the Jimmy Mizen 

Foundation. It is their wish that this service is 

dedicated to all the young victims of violent 

crime here in London. I welcome, too, all 

those present here today who have been 

directly affected by violent crime, especially 

those who have lost loved ones in this tragic 

manner. 
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BUILDING A LEGACY OF PEACE 

 

SERVICE IN WESTMINSTER CATHEDRAL 

 

Monday 10 May 2010 

 
HOMILY 

 

Ever since Friday morning, our minds and our 

newspapers have been full of talk about how 

our political parties can best cooperate in order 

to serve the good of all. Something has to 

give: as things stand, the detailed policies of 

each party do not fit together. Cooperation is 

needed if we are to progress. It is such a 

delicate moment as we wait to see whether 

genuinely cooperative politics, rather than the 

purely adversarial kind, can actually work. 

 

If this is true for our politicians, and 

dramatically so at the moment, it is also true 

for us all. We have our differences: of 

preference and conviction; of background and 

taste; of dreams and fears. Yet there are 

moments when we too, as the people of this 

land and especially of this city, have to look 

beyond our own wish list to see what is more 

important for the good of us all. 

 

Building a legacy of peace is certainly a 

central objective to which we must all 

subscribe. So I thank all who have brought us 
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together this afternoon, not least, of course, the 

Mizen family. As is so often true in life, it is 

shocking tragedy which brings us to our senses 

and makes clear what really matters. 

 

‘Building a Legacy of Peace’ is a fine project. 

Yet like all grand projects it is actually made 

up of many small steps, many small bricks. A 

legacy is something lasting. It is, therefore, 

more than a vision or an intention. It is a 

construction, something put together so that it 

lasts.  

 

A legacy of peace is something that we truly 

need. Peace is not everywhere experienced in 

our lives and on our streets. You do not need 

me to present a list of facts and figures. We 

know that there is too much violence in our 

lives. We know there are too many knives on 

our streets. We know there are too many 

injuries and deaths caused by them. Even this 

weekend, young Marcin Bilaszewski was 

stabbed to death in Finsbury Park, the eighth 

teenager to die in this way in the last 6 weeks. 

 

But building a legacy of peace involves 

change in all of us. Each one of us has to be a 

part of this legacy, each a contributor through 

the way we act and the way we live. Our daily 



Building a Legacy of Peace 10 May 2010  Page 4 of 9 

lives have to be a commitment to peace. Our 

daily actions have to be the building bricks of 

a pattern of living which has peace at its heart. 

And the consequences of that are quite 

considerable. 

 

Peace only comes with profound respect for 

every person I meet, no matter how different 

that person might be. Peace only comes when I 

am prepared to put the needs of another before 

my own needs, especially if they are more 

urgent than mine. Peace only comes when I 

am prepared to forgive those who offend me, 

by what they say and by what they do. Then 

forgiveness replaces retaliation and that gives 

peace a chance. Peace only comes when I am 

prepared to act in favour of justice for the 

underdog rather than protect my own 

advantage. Peace will only come when I see 

our social problems and respond to them, 

when I accept my own responsibility rather 

than leaving them to be tackled by someone 

else. Peace will only come when I shape my 

way of acting so that these responses come 

naturally to me, even when no one is looking. 

 

Our Christian tradition has a way of speaking 

about these things. It tells us that if we really 

want to serve the common good then each of 
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us has to live a life that is marked by these 

qualities, which are often called virtues. Let 

me explain. 

 

Virtues are the habits of a good heart put into 

practice. If the habit of my heart is to be 

quickly annoyed and resentful of others, then 

my behaviour will lack the virtue of good 

practical judgement. If, on the other hand, my 

heart is habitually set on sticking up for what 

is right, then, in my actions I will show the 

virtue of courage. 

 

Virtues, such as courage and right judgement 

and the virtues of moderation and justice, 

become my usual way of acting only with 

continual practice. A great performance by a 

dynamic midfield player – you can all decide 

which one I mean - will be described as a 

virtuoso performance. But he only achieves 

that by constant practice. So, too, if we are to 

learn to live in a way that truly builds a legacy 

of peace then we too have to practice every 

day the things we know are important. Only in 

that way, when the emergency comes along, 

we will get it right. 

 

The Gospel story we have just heard is about 

one man having the right habits of the heart. 
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There is a victim lying in the gutter, beaten 

and robbed. Two fine individuals walk by. 

They are upstanding citizens: a priest and a 

scholar. Yet the habits of their hearts are 

elsewhere. Clearly they are too occupied with 

other matters, no doubt good and important 

matters, to notice the reality in front of them. 

The Samaritan, a chap not so well regarded in 

that society, acts differently. His heart is ready 

to respond to the need he sees. He acts 

virtuously. 

 

This parable is one of the best known in the 

Gospels. I remember vividly that when I was 

at school, in year 8 (as it is now) we had to do 

a dramatic presentation of this story. Mine was 

an all-boys school. And, guess what, we all 

wanted to play the part of the robbers! There 

are instincts within us, even as children, which 

have to be shaped and fashioned, by habit and 

guidance, into something different, into 

something that does not glory in shows of 

strength and violence, shaped into a way of 

life that will, in the end, build a legacy of 

peace. 

 

Where do we learn these good habits of the 

heart? Surely the most important place should 

be in the family. This is the first school of 
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sound living, the first place in which we learn 

that my needs don’t always come first, where I 

have to give way on what I want because there 

are more pressing, more important things to be 

done for the good of all. And a family, if it is 

to be a true school of life, needs some stability, 

a steady framework that does not shake every 

time the strong winds blow. This is why we 

should never underestimate the tragic 

personal, social and even economic costs of 

family breakdown. 

 

Many factors contribute to the stability of a 

family, and in this the role of marriage should 

not be neglected. A strong and lasting 

marriage carries a family through many a 

difficulty and really does help that family to 

build up a good and generous way of life for 

all. This is well known, not least from the 

example of some here in this Cathedral today. 

We thank them for the example they give. 

 

We have just a little more to learn from the 

Parable of the Good Samaritan before I can 

finish. What is it about him that is so 

important for our project of building a legacy 

of peace?  
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First, the Good Samaritan is clear-eyed about 

those for whom he has responsibility: anyone 

in need that he can help. He doesn’t say: ‘Oh, 

he’s not one of us’ and walk by. Can we do the 

same? 

 

Secondly he is not afraid to use his own 

money to pay for the needs of someone else, 

someone he has never met before. He 

recognises the need. Then he clearly accepts 

that his own wealth is not just for him: it is to 

be used for the good of others. Can we do the 

same?  

 

Thirdly he insists to the inn-keeper that he will 

pay what is needed on his return journey. He 

trusts the inn-keeper not to rip him off, and the 

inn-keeper trusts him. Can we do the same? 

Can we build this kind of trust again in our 

society? 

 

Lastly, all of this comes as a surprise because 

no one used to think well of Samaritans. And 

that too is an important part of the parable, for 

all the very best things of our lives – like love 

and laughter and trust – often come as an 

unexpected gift from God. We remember this 

precisely when so many people seem to have 
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given up on God. But God never gives up on 

us! 

 

We are all builders of our society, not just the 

politicians. In fact, what is increasingly clear is 

that without the efforts and dedication of civic 

society, we will not make much progress. 

That’s part of the cooperation we need.   

Building a legacy of peace: a job for us all, 

everyday. 

Building a legacy of peace: only by having the 

right habits of the heart. 

Building a legacy of peace: it will contain so 

many surprises, most of all because of the 

good people, the good things around us which 

come, always, as a free gift of God. 

 

So we do well to praise God today and, right 

now, humbly ask for all our needs. Amen. 

 

+Vincent Nichols 

Archbishop of Westminster 

 

 


