
	

	

	

	

	

	

8	October	2021		

Al-Khoei	Foundation	condemns	the	gruesome	killing	of	Shi'a	Muslim	worshippers	in	an	attack	in	
Kunduz,	Afghanistan		

	

The	Al-Khoei	Foundation	is	devasted	at	the	loss	of	lives	of	Shi'a	worshippers	in	a	suicide	bombing	at	
a	Shi'a	mosque	during	Friday	prayers	in	Kunduz,	Afghanistan,	on	8th	October	2021,	which	killed	at	
least	 50	 Shi’a	 Muslims	 and	 injured	 more	 than	 100	 people.	 We	 share	 the	 pain	 and	 send	 our	
condolences	 to	 the	 bereaved	 families.	 The	 attack	 is	 yet	 another	 reminder	 that	 Shi’a	Muslims	 in	
Afghanistan	are	a	highly	vulnerable	group	at	risk	of	persecution	and	terrorist	targets.	

ISIS	still	poses	serious	threats	to	the	region	particularly	religious	minorities	in	the	Af-Pak	region.	Its	
local	chapter	IS-K	has	conducted	deadly	attacks	against	Shi’a	Hazaras,	most	notably	the	horrific	attack	
in	Dashte	Barchi,	Kabul,	which	killed	24	people	including	pregnant	women	and	children.		The	group	
also	attacked	earlier	this	year	in	May	killing	85	schoolgirls	in	the	same	vicinity.	

We	also	remind	that	the	Taliban,	who	claim	to	have	changed	and	vow	to	respect	minority	rights,	are	
also	involved	in	war	crimes	against	the	Shi’a	Hazara	community.	Amnesty	International	has	revealed	
that	the	Taliban	has	executed	at	 least	22	Shi’a	Hazaras	 in	two	different	 incidents	since	July	2021.		
Although	there	were	Muharram	processions	this	year,	our	interlocutors	and	community	members	
informed	that	they	continued	to	face	harassment	and	intimidation	from	the	Taliban	such	as,	but	not	
limited	to,	in	Daikundi,	Bamyan	and	Mazar-i-Sharif	during	the	holy	month	of	Muharram.	

We	 stress	 that	 the	 international	 community	must	 not	 abandon	Afghanistan	 and	 its	 religious	 and	
ethnic	minorities	who	are	feeling	underseige,	vulnerable	to	further	persecution,	act	of	violence	and	
terror.	Shi’a	Muslims,	specifically	Shi’a	Hazaras,	have	a	 long	history	of	persecution	and	have	been	
facing	war	crimes	committed	by	 the	non-state,	as	well	 as	 state,	actors	dating	back	 to	 the	1890s.	
Therefore,	the	international	community	should	not	turn	blind	eye	to	the	heinous	crimes	committed	
against	the	Shi’as	of	Afghanistan.	The	evacuation	process	should	continue	and	those	who	are	at	high	
risks,	such	as	the	members	of	civil	society,	religious	minorities	particularly	Shi’as,	Sikhs	and	people	of	
no	faith,	should	be	prioritised.	

We	call	on	the	Taliban	government,	who	had	committed	to	providing	security	and	safety	to	religious	
minorities,	to	identify	the	perpetrators	of	this	cowardly	explosion	and	to	expose	their	barbaric	acts.	
They	must	ensure	that	these	attacks	should	not	repeat,	and	religious	and	ethnic	minorities	should	
have	the	freedom	to	practice	their	faith	freely.	

We	also	welcome	the	appointment	of	a	new	special	rapporteur	on	Afghanistan	to	probe	violations	
carried	out	by	the	Taliban	and	other	groups	and	extend	our	support	to	assist	in	monitoring,	through	
our	network	and	work,	the	situation	of	freedom	of	religion	or	belief	(FoRB)	in	Afghanistan.	

	

	

 

 ۱٤٤۱ ا&جة ذي ۹
 

 )تبديM بدلوا وما ينتظر من ومنهم نحبه قضى من فمنهم عليه الله عاهدوا ما صدقوا رجال ا/ؤمن, نم(

 العظيم العلي الله صدق

 

 ۱٤٤۱ ا&جة ذي ۸ اUربعاء يوم اUعلى الرفيق الى ار]ل جليMً اًعا/ لندن في اWيرية اWوئي اUمام مؤسسة تنعى

 .الواسعة برحمته الله تغمده الناصري باقر محمد الشيخ اdاهد العMمة هو أU اUشرف، النجف في
 

 اًجهد بذلو اUشرف النجف حوزة في الدين مراجع كبار لدى واUصول الفقه في العليا اUبحاث الفقيد حضر لقد

 .الرسالي وا/بلّغ ،العامل العالم مثال فكان وغيرها الناصرية في العراق أبناء ب, الوعي نشر في كبيراً
 

 الشعب على تسلط الذي الغاشم النظام مقارعة في اUعMم العلماء زمMئه مع اzهادي العمل الفقيد تصدّر لقد

 .العزÉة وقوي اzأش رابط ذلك في وكان ،الزمن من عقود ثMثة من {كثر العراقي
 

 في العزاء Üراسم الفقيد وأسرة العلمية وا&وزات العظام الدين مراجع الى تتقدم اWيرية اWوئي اUمام مؤسسة إنّ

             ،اوليائه مع ويحشره الفقيد على رحمته شآبيب Éطر أن وعM جلّ ا/ولى سائلة ،اzليل العالم هذا فقد

 .راجعون اليه وإنا لله وإنا

 
 
 
 
 
 

 ١٤٤٣,خرة جمادى ا ٢٩
 

 
 )شيء يسدّها لا ثلمة الإسلام في ثلم الفقيه المؤمن مات إذا(

 
 

 اليوم لىاHع الرفيق إلى إرCل الدين مراجع من كبيراً ومرجعاً جلي8ً عا6اً ا1يرية ا1وئي ا,مام مؤسسة تنعى
 .هعلي اO رضوان الگلپايگاني الصافي اO لطف الشيخ العظمى اO آية هو ،ا6قدسة قم مدينة في

 
 أهل موعلو ثقافة ونشر ،اdنيف الدين 1دمة حياته كرّس الذي العامل للعالم مثا,ً الراحل الفقيد كان لقد
 .العلمية اdوزة في الفض8ء وتربية ،الس8م عليهم البيت

 
 لدينا مراجع وإلى ،اtلل ا6صاب هذا في الفداء له أرواحنا والزمان العصر صاحب إلى بالتعازي نتقدم إذ إننا

 نسأل ،)سرّه قدس( الگلپايگاني السيد العظمى اO آية الراحل ا6رجع أسرة وإلى العلمية، واdوزات العظام
 اtزيل. باHجر عليهم |نّ وأن اtميل الصبر ا6كرّم zله وبا1صوص ذويه يلهم أن وجل عزّ الباري

 
 العظيم. العلي باO إ, قوّة و, حول و, راجعون ليهإ وإنا O وإنّا

 
 ا1وئيعبد الصاحب 

 اHم{ العام      
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
His Eminence Cardinal Vincent Nichols, Archbishop of Westminster  
President of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales 
 

21st April 2025 
 

“Surely we belong to God, and to Him shall we return.” (Qur’an, 2:156) 
 

Condolences on the Passing of His Holiness Pope Francis 
 
Your Eminence,  
 
It is with profound sorrow that I extend my heartfelt condolences on the passing of His Holiness Pope 
Francis. On behalf of the Al-Khoei Foundation and the wider Shi’a Muslim community, I convey my 
deepest sympathies to Your Eminence, the Holy See, and the Catholic world at this time of immense loss. 
 
Pope Francis was a beacon of hope in a time of immense uncertainty - he manifested the great virtues of 
compassion, humility and devotion to God and Humanity, recognising and promoting the dignity of all. 
His life’s work in the service of the Church – and through the Church to humanity - transcended boundaries 
and inspired people of all faiths and none to strive for justice, peace, and solidarity. His legacy will doubtless 
reflect this.  
 
We have always recognised the vital importance of interfaith cooperation and take pride in our historic 
relationship with the Catholic Church since the times of His Holiness the late Pope John Paul II. The 
Foundation was privileged to have met His Holiness Pope Francis on various occasions, discussing inter-
religious dialogue and other global issues through the lens of faith. These exchanges were symbolic of the 
warm relations between our communities, and a testament to the mutual respect that has grown between 
our institutions. Pope Francis built upon that foundation with integrity, wisdom, and open-heartedness, 
deepening the bonds between Muslims and Christians across the world. 
 
You will also be aware of His Holiness’s visit to the holy city of Najaf, Iraq, in March 2021 and meeting 
with His Eminence Grand Ayatollah Sayyid Ali Al-Sistani. That encounter marked an unprecedented step 
in Muslim-Christian dialogue, affirming the shared values of our Abrahamic faiths and highlighting the 
essential role that religious leadership plays in promoting mutual respect and peaceful coexistence. It was a 
powerful message of unity and understanding at a time when sectarian conflict threatened the social fabric 
of many societies. 
 
In this moment of mourning, we also take time to celebrate as we reflect on His Holiness’s supreme service 
to the Almighty and his championing of peace, his care for the marginalised, his recognition that as 
vicegerents of God on Earth we must become stewards of our one fragile planet, and of course his tireless 
efforts to promote dialogue, understanding and friendship among all.  
 
May his soul rest in eternal peace, and may God grant solace and strength to all those who grieve his passing. 
 
With my personal prayers and deepest sympathies, 
 
 
 
 
Sayyid Saheb Al-Khoei 
Secretary-General 


