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Reference books 
 
Catechism of the Catholic Church, Geoffrey Chapman, London, 1994 
(www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/_INDEX.HTM) 
 

Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic Church, Catholic Truth Society, London, 2006 
(www.vatican.va/archive/compendium_ccc/documents/archive_2005_compendium-ccc_en.html) 
 

Code of Canon Law, Collins Liturgical Publications, London, 1983 
(www.vatican.va/archive/ENG1104/_INDEX.HTM) 
 

General Directory of Catechesis, Congregation for the Clergy, Catholic Truth Society, Publishers to the Holy See, 
London, 1997 (http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cclergy/documents/ 
rc_con_ccatheduc_doc_17041998_directory-for-catechesis_en.html) 

Catholicism, McBrien, Richard B., Geoffrey Chapman, London, 1994 

 
 

Church documents 
  
Ad Gentes, Vatican II, the Decree on the Church’s Missionary Activity, December 7, 1965 (www.vatican.va/ 
archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_decree_19651207_ad-gentes_en.html) 
 
Catechesi Tradendae, Pope John Paul II to the Episcopate, the Clergy and the Faithful of the Entire Catholic 
Church on Catechesis in our Time, October 16, 1979 
(www.vatican.va/.../apost_exhortations/documents/hf_jp-ii_exh_16101979_catechesi-tradendae_en.html) 
 
Dei Verbum, Vatican II, Decree on Divine Revelation, November 18, 1965 (www.vatican.va/ 
archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_const_19651118_dei-verbum_en.html) 
 
Evangelii Nuntiandi, On Evangelisation in the Modern World, Pope Paul VI, December 8, 1975 
(www.vatican.va/.../paul_vi/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_p-vi_exh_19751208_evangelii-
nuntiandi_en.html) 
 
Lumen Gentium, Vatican II, Dogmatic Constitution on the Church, November 21, 1964 (www.vatican.va/ 
archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_const_19641121_lumen-gentium_en.html) 
 
Presbyterorum ordinis, Vatican II, Decree on the Ministry and Life of Priests, December 7, l965 
(www.vatican.va/.../ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_decree_19651207_presbyterorum-ordinis_en.html) 
 
Sacrosanctum Concilium, Vatican II, the Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, December 4, 1963 
(www.vatican.va/.../ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_const_19631204_sacrosanctum-concilium_en.html) 
 
The Rite of Baptism for Children, the Office of the Sacred Congregation for Divine Worship 15 April 1970 
(http://www.catholicliturgy.com/texts/bapintro.txt) 
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The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, the Office of the Sacred Congregation for Divine Worship, February 19, 
1987 (www.liturgyoffice.org.uk/Resources/Rites/RCIA.pdf) 
 
The Rite of Confirmation, the Office of the Sacred Congregation for Divine Worship, August 22, 1971 
(http://www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/pastoral_formation/Confirmation/RiteOfConfirmationWithinMass.
pdf)  
 
 

Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales Documents -- Living + Sharing our Faith 

Publications  (Bishops Conference of England and Wales), a National Project of Catechesis and Religious Education):  
 
All Is Gift, Lynn Walker, Collins Liturgical Publications, London 1987 
 
Guidelines, Jim Gallagher, Collins Liturgical Publications, London 1986 
 
Our Faith Story — its telling and its sharing, Patrick Purnell, S.J., Collins Liturgical Publications, London, 1995 
 
A Gift Destined to Grow  
— An Invitation to Study the General Directory for Catecesis, prepared by the Bishops’ Committee for Catechesis and 
Adult Education, Rejoice Publications, Essex, 1999 
 
Sharing the Gift, Paddy Rylands, Collins Liturgical Publications, London 1989 
 
“To Live is to Change” — a Way of Reading Vatican II, Jamison, Lundy and Poole,  Rejoice Publications, London  
1995. 
 
 

Books on the sacraments 
 

The Book of Sacramental Basics, Tad Guzie, Paulist Press, New York, Mahwah, 1981 
 
The Christian Sacraments of Initiation – Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist, Kenan Osborne, Paulist Press, New 
York/Mahwah, 1987 
 
How to Understand the Sacraments, Béguerie, P. & C. Duchesneau, SCM Press Ltd., London, 1991 
 
New Wine: New Wineskins, Pastoral Implications of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, James Dunning, William 
Sadler, Chicago, New York, Los Angeles, 1981 
 
Sacraments & Sacramentality, Cooke, Bernard, Twenty-Third Publications, Mystic, Connecticut, 1995 
Christ the Sacrament of Encounter with God, E. Schillebeeckx, Sheed and Edward Ward, London, 1966 
 
Sacramental Theology, Herbert Vorgrimler, Liturgical Press, Collegeville, Minnesota, 1992 
 
Sacraments of Initiation, Liam Walsh, Geoffrey Chapman, London, 1988 
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General resource books for catechists 
 
The Art of Catechesis, Maureen Gallagher, Paulist Press, New York/Mahwah, 1998 
 
Catechesis Revisited, Liam Kelly, Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd, 2002 
 
Catechist as Minister, Carmen Caltagirone, Alba House, New York, 1982 
 
Christian Religious Education – Sharing Our Story and Vision, Thomas Groome, Harper Collins Publishers, New 
York, 1980 
 
Educating for Life – A Spiritual Vision for Every Teacher and Parent, Thomas Groome, Thomas More Publishers, 
Allen, Texas, 1998 
 
I like being in Parish Ministry – Catechist, Alison Berger, New London, CT: Twenty-Third Publications, 2006 
 
Life Cycle Completed, Erik Erickson, W.W.Norton, New York, 1982 
 
Practical Catechesis, Visions and Tasks for Catechetical Leaders, Judith Dunlap, St. Anthony Messenger Press, New 
York, 2001 
 
Stages of Faith, James Fowler, Harper & Row Publishers, San Francisco, 1981 
 
 
Catechists’ Spirituality 
 
I am Bread Broken — a Spirituality for the Catechist, Howard J. Hubbard, Crossroad Publishing Company, New 
York, 1996 
 
Landmarks, Margaret Silf, Darton, Longman & Todd, London, 1998 
 
 

Resources (and programmes) for the RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) 
 
 
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, the Office of the Sacred Congregation for Divine Worship, February 19, 
1987 (www.liturgyoffice.org.uk/Resources/Rites/RCIA.pdf) 
 
Breaking Open the Word of God, Resources for Using the Lectionary for Catechesis in the RCIA Years A, B & C, Edited by 
Karen Hinman Powell & Joseph Sinwell, Paulist Press, New York, 1988. 
 
The Catechumenate and the Law: A Pastoral and Canonical Commentary for the Church in the U.S., John M. Huels, 
Liturgy Training Publication, Chicago, 1986 
 
Celebrating the Rites of Adult Initiation: Pastoral Reflections, edited by Victoria Tufano, Liturgy Training Publications, 
Chicago, 1986 
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Echoing God’s Word, James Dunning, Liturgy Training Publications, Chicago, 1993 
 
Evangelium Presenter’s Guide, Participant’s Book and CD-ROM, Catholic Truth Society, London, 2006 
 
Faith Alive, Edited by Rowanne Pasco & John Redford, New Catechism Edition, Hodder & Stoughton, 
London, 1994. 
 
Focus on Faith — A Resource for the Journey into the Catholic Church, Deborah Jones, Kevin Mayhew, Suffolk, 1996. 
 
Foundations in Faith — A Catechist’s Manual, Year A and Participant’s Books, Year A, B & C, Resource Books for Pre-
Catechumenate, Enquiries, Purification & Enlightenment and Mystagogy Periods, Resource Books (Years A, B & C) for 
Neophytes, and Handbooks for Catechists, Co-ordinators, Priests and Sponsors,   Resources for Christian Living, Allen, 
Texas, 1998 (marketed in UK by the Redemptorists) 
 
God for Grown-ups — Discovering Christ Today in the Catholic Church, A Redemptorist Publication, Hampshire, 1995 
 
Hallelujah Highway: a History of the Catechumenate, Paul Turner, Liturgy Training Publications, Chicago, 2000 
 
How to form a Catechumenate Team, Karen M. Hinman, LTP, 1986 
 
Making RCIA Work, Christine Dodd, Geoffrey Chapman, London, 1993 
 
Mystagogy of Sacrament – Saying Amen, Kathleen Hughes, Liturgy Training Publications, Chicago, 2002 
 
RCIA: A Practical Approach, Rosalie Curtin, SCL, Carl Koch, FSC, et al., Brown-ROA, U.S., 1990 
 
RCIA Participant’s Book and RCIA Catechist’s Manual, RCIA Godparent and Sponsor Guide, Association for 
Catechumenal Ministry (ACM), Maryland, 2005. 
 
The RCIA: Transforming the Church, A Resource for Pastoral Implementation: Transforming the Church, Paulist Press 
International, U.S., 2005 
 
A Sacramental People, Vol One: Initiation, Michael Drumm and Tom Gunning, Columbia Press, Dublin, 1999 
 
Word and Worship Workbook for Years A, B & C: For Ministry in Initiation, Preaching, Religious Education and 
Formation, Mary Birmingham, Paulist Press International, U.S., 1997 
 
Year-Round Catechumenate, Mary Birmingham, Liturgy Training Publications, Chicago, 2002 
 
 

Resources (and programmes) for the ICCA (Initiation of Children of Catechetical Age) 
 
Children’s Catechumenate, (Catechist Manual & 3 level (primary, intermediate and upper level) workbooks), 
Thomas Long & Emily Filippi, Brown-Roa, 1996  

 
Children’s Catechumenate: A Catechists Guide, Philip McBrien, Resource Publications, CA, August 1997 
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Children & Christian Initiation - a practical guide, Kathy Coffee, North American Forum on the Catechumenate, 
Living the Good News, Inc., Colorado, 1998 
 
A Child’s Journey – The Christian Initiation of Children, Rita Burns Senseman, St. Anthony Messenger Press, OH, 
1997 
 
Celebrating Catholic Rites and Rituals in Religion Class, Kathy Chateau and Paula Miller, Twenty-third Publications, 
CT, 2001 
 
Christian Initiation of Older Children. Sandra Figgess, St Paul’s, 1995 
 
Issues in the Christian Initiation of Children: Catechesis and Liturgy, Edited by Kathy Brown & Frank C. Sokol, 
Font and Table Series, Liturgy Training Publications, Chicago, 1989 
 
The Christian Initiation of Children – Hope for the Future, Robert Duggan and Maureen Kelly, Paulist Press, 
1991 
 
Guided Meditations for Child Catechumens, Sydney Ann Merritt, Resource Publications, Inc., CA, 2001 
 
When Your Child Becomes Catholic: What Parents and Sponsors Need to Know by Rita Burns Senseman, Constance 
M. Wolfer (Illustrator), Saint Anthony Messenger Press & Franciscan Communications, May 2000  
 
Children and Christian Initiation: Parent/Sponsor Book, Kathy Coffey, Living the Good News Inc, 2001 
 
Children & Christian Initiation - practical guides to the Pre-catechumenate, the Catechumenate, Purification and Enlightenment 
and Mystagogy, Kathy Coffee, North American Forum on the Catechumenate, Living the Good News, Inc., 
Colorado, 1998 
 
 

Resources (and programmes) for Infant Baptism 
 
 
The Rite of Baptism for Children, the Office of the Sacred Congregation for Divine Worship 15 April 1970 
(http://www.catholicliturgy.com/texts/bapintro.txt) 
BAPTISM – Helping your child get the most out of life, a CaFE resource from Catholic Evangelisaton Services, 
Westminster Pastoral Centre, 2004 
 
The Ministry of Baptism, a Training Manual for Baptism Faith Friends, Briege O’Hare, Anamchara Series, the 
Columba Press, Dublin, 1986 
 

Your baby’s baptism – book and leaflets, Rosemary Gallagher, Redemptorist Publications, Alton, Hampshire, 1984 
 

Your Child’s Baptism – handing on the faith, Carol Luebering, St. Anthony’s Messenger Press, Cincinatti, 2000 
 

The Veritas Pre-Baptism Programme, Mickey and Terri Quinn, Veritas Family Resources, Dublin, 1985  
 

Welcome New Life, Sister Mary Bernard Potter and Nigel Bavidge, Geoffrey Chapman, London, 1994 
 

Will our children believe? Michael Paul Gallagher, S.J., Veritas Family Resources, Dublin, 1999 
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Resources (and programmes) for First Communion 
*These programmes include preparation for the sacrament of reconciliation 
 
Celebrate Together – Preparing for the First Communion Mass, Marie Connolly, Maureen Knight, Peter McGrail, Ellie 
McKeown, Rejoice Publications, Chelmsford, 2005 
 
Celebrating the Gift of Jesus, Sr. Mary Fearon, RSM & Sandra Hirstein, Brown-ROA Publications, Iowa, 1992 
 
Celebrating the Mass, a companion book to The General Instruction to the Roman Missal.  GIRM was prepared by the 
Holy See; CTM is a pastoral guide to the celerbation of Mass prepared by the Bishops’ Conference of England 
& Wales. Both books are available from CTS (and you can find them on the web:  
http://www.liturgyoffice.org.uk/ Resources/GIRM/index.html#CTM http://www.liturgyoffice.org.uk/ 
Resources/GIRM/ index.html)  
 
Celebrating our Faith, Dr. Jane Marie Osterholt, Brown-Roa Publications, Iowa, 1998 
 
First Eucharist, Sadlier Sacrament Programme, New York, 2000 
 
God’s Greatest Gift,* Bernadette Wilson, Viewpoint Resources Direct, London, 1995 
 
I Belong,* Aileen Urquart, Redemptorist Publications, Chawton, Hampshire, Revised 2000 
 
Journey Together Towards First Holy Communion – Resources for catechists accompanying parents of child-ren preparing to 
celebrate First Holy Communion, Paddy Rylands, Kevin Mayhew, Stowmarket, Suffolk, 2000 
 
Meet Christ with Joy – Preparation for First Communion, Sr. Joan Brown, SND, Kevin Mayhew, Stowmarket, 
Suffolk, 1991 
 
One Bread One Body, Bishops’ Conference of England & Wales, Ireland and Scotland, available from CTS 
 
The Table of the Lord, My First Eucharist Book, Gaynell Bordes Cronin, Ave Maria Press, Notre Dame, Indiana 
46556, 1986. 
 
We Celebrate the Eucharist, Christiane Brusselmans and Brian Haggerty, Silver Burdette & Gin, New Jersey, 1986 
 
With Hearts and Minds, Catholic Truth Society, London (http://www.liturgyoffice.org.uk/Resources/GIRM/ 
index.html#WHM) 
 
Your child’s First Communion – handing on the faith, Carol Luebering, St. Anthony’s Press, OH 2000 
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Resources (and programmes) for First Reconciliation 
*These programmes are included in the First Communion programmes 
 
Celebrating the Gift of Forgiveness, Sr. Mary Fearon, RSM & Sandra Hirstein, Brown-ROA Publications, Iowa, 
1992 
 
Celebrating our Faith – Reconciliation, Dr. Jane Marie Osterholt, Brown-Roa Publications, Iowa, 1998 
 
First Reconciliation, Sadlier Sacramental Programme, New York, 2000 
 
God’s Greatest Gift,* Bernadette Wilson, Viewpoint Resources Direct, London, 1995 
 
I Belong,* Eileen Urquart, Redemptorist Publications, Chawton, Hampshire, Revised 2000 
 
Journey Together Towards Reconciliation – Resources for catechists accompanying parents of children preparing to celebrate 
Reconciliation, Paddy Rylands, Kevin Mayhew, Stowmarket, Suffolk, 2000 
 
Loved and Forgiven – Preparation for First Reconciliation, Sr. Joan Brown, SND, Kevin Mayhew, Stowmarket, 
Suffolk, 1992 
 
The Table of the Lord, My First Eucharist Book, Gaynell Bordes Cronin, Ave Maria Press, Notre Dame, Indiana, 
1986. 
 
We Celebrate Reconciliation, Christiane Brusselmans and Brian Haggerty, Silver Burdette & Gin, NJ, 1986 
 
Your child’s First Reconciliation – handing on the faith, Carol Luebering, St. Anthony’s Press, OH 2000 
 
 

Resources (and programmes) for Confirmation 
 
The Rite of Confirmation, the Office of the Sacred Congregation for Divine Worship, August 22, 1971 
(http://www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/pastoral_formation/Confirmation/RiteOfConfirmationWithinMass.
pdf)  
 
At Home with the Sacraments – Confirmation, Bowman, Peg, Twenty-Third Publications, Mystic, Conn, 1991 
 
Celebrating our Faith – Confirmation, Margaret Manrahan, Brown-Roa, Dubuque, 1999 
 
Confirmed as children; affirmed as teens, James A. Wilde, Liturgy Training Publications, Chicago, 1990 
 
Confirmation: Origins and Reform, Kavanagh, Aidan. New York: Pueblo Publishing Company, 1988 
 
Confirmation: The Baby in Solomon’s Court, Paul Turner, Paulist Press, Mahweh, N.J., 1993  
 
Getting confirmed, Steve Givens, Redemptorist Publications, Hampshire, 1995 
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When Should We Confirm James A. Wilde, Liturgy Training Publications, Chicago, 1989 
 
Power Through His Spirit, Kathy Hunnybun, Matthew James Publishing Limited, Chelmsford, Essex, 1998 
 
Preparing for Confirmation — a series of sessions to prepare or the Sacrament of Confirmation, Diana Klein, McCrimmons 
Publishers, London, 1999 
 
The Spirit Sets Us Free – Confirmation Preparation for Youth, Linda Gaupin, Sadlier Sacrament Program, New York, 
2002 
 
Survival Guide to Confirmation, Catechist’s Guide and Candidates Book, Stephen Gomez, St. Paul’s Publications, 
Trowbridge, 1993. 
 
Your child’s Confirmation – handing on the faith, Carol Luebering, St. Anthony’s Press, OH 2000 
 
Welcome the Spirit, A Catechist’s Confirmation Handbook, Sister Mary Bernard Potter, SP and Nigel Bavidge, 
Geoffrey Chapman, London, 1996. 

 
 

Resources (and programmes) for the Liturgy of the Word with Children 
 
Liturgy of the Word with Children — Guidelines, Liturgy Office of the Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales, 
London, 1996 (http://www.liturgyoffice.org.uk/SOS/LOWC.pdf) 
 
Directory for Masses with Children, Congregation for Divine Worship, November 1973 
(http://www.liturgyoffice.org.uk/SOS/DCM.pdf) 
 
A Handbook for Children’s Liturgy, Barbara Mary Hopper, Canterbury Press, Norwich, 2003 
 
God’s Story 1, 2 and 3 and Church’s Story 1, 2 and 3, Rejoice Publications, a National Project publication, Matthew 
James, Essex, 2002-2007 
 
Lectionary Based Catechesis for Children —  A Catechist’s Guide, Sylvia de Villers, Paulist Press, New York, 1994. 
 
Praying with Children – some ways and means, Jenny Pate, McCrimmons Publishers, 1995 
 
The Lord be with you, Jenny Pate, McCrimmons Publishers, 1997 
 
Children’s Liturgy Programmes 
 
• Welcome the Word, Celebrating the Liturgy of the Word with Children, Joan Brown, SND: 
• Volume One — Geoffrey Chapman, London, 1995. 
• Volume Two — Geoffrey Chapman, London, 1997. 
• Living Water — The all-age resource for the Lectionary, Years A, B and C,  Susan Sayers, Kevin Mayhew, Suffolk, 

1998. 
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• Sunday Weekly Leader Guide for Sundays, Feast Days & Solemnities Years A, B & C,  Christianne Brusselmans, 

Sr. Paule Freeburg, Rev. Edward Matthews & Christopher Walker, Treehaus Communications, Inc., Ohio 
Fifth Edition, 1999 (available through Viewpoint in the UK) 

• The Complete Children’s Liturgy Book, Katie Thompson, Kevin Mayhew Ltd, Suffolk, 2004. 
• Welcome! — Celebrations for young children for the Church’s year, Jenny Pate, McCrimmons, Essex, 2003 
• Gather the Children – Celebrate the Word with Ideas, Activities, Prayers & Projects, Years A, B and C, Mary 

Catherine Berglund, Pastoral Press, Washington, 1989 
 
Music Resources:  Music for Children’s Liturgy of the Word, Years A, B and C, Christopher Walker, OCP 
Publications, Portland, Or., 1990 
 
 

Resources (and programmes) for Parish R.E. (R.E. for children in non-Catholic schools) 
 

Pre-school –Year 6 

 
Walk With Me, A Religious Education Programme for family and parish use (Ages 5-11), Anne White, National 
Project, McCrimmons, London, 1996. 
 
CTS Primary Religious Education — The Way, the Truth and the Life Series (Years1-6), CTS Educational, London, 
2002-2005. 
 
Coming to Faith – Parish Edition (Years 1-6), William H. Sadlier, Inc., New York, 1998 
 
We Believe – Parish Edition (Years K-6), William H. Sadlier, Inc., New York, 2003 
 
This is our Faith (Years 1-6), Janaan Manternach & Carl Pfeifer, Silver Burdette Gin, New Jersey, 1998 
 
Faith and Life Series (years 1-6), Ignatius Press, San Francisco, 1985 
 
 

School Years 7-9 

 
Faith and Witness – a series of books on the New Testament, Church History, Morality, Liturgy and Worship and the Creed 
(Years 7-9), William H. Sadlier, Inc., New York, 1998-2004 
 
CTS Religious Education for Key Stage 3 — The Way, the Truth and the Life Series (Years 7-9), CTS Educational, 
London, 2000. 
 
Icons, A Religious Education Programme for 11-14, Anne White, et al, National Project, HarperCollins Publishers, 
London, 2000. 
 
Junior High programme, RCL Benziger Publishers (who produce the This is our Faith books for primary school) – 
a series of books on doctrine, morality, Scripture, prayer, sacraments, friendship and much more.  
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Other resources to support catechists who offer Parish R.E.  
 
Stages of Faith – The psychology of human development and the quest for meaning, James Fowler, HarperSanFrancisco, 
1995  
 
Christian Religious Education – sharing our story and vision, Thomas H. Groome, HarperSanFrancisco, 1980 
 
Identity and the Life Cycle, Erik Erikson, W. W. Norton & Company, April 1994 
 
Stages of Faith and Religious Development – Implications for Church, Education and Society, James Fowler, Karl Ernst 
Nipkow, and Friedrich Schweitzer, Crossroad, New York, 1991 
 
Will our children have faith? John H. Westerhoff, III, Morehouse Publishing, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, 2000 
 
The child’s conception of the world, Jean Piaget, Rowman & Littlefield Publishers; New Ed edition, 1975 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


