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Evangelium. Attractive Presentations
on the Catholic Faith
An adaptable resource for your parish

P
Sharing the riches of the Catholic Faith

e

VANGELIUM

It's tough teaching adults the Catholic Faith…
“Can I be a Christian
without being a member
of the Church?”

“Does the Bible actually
say that Jesus is God?”

Questions on the Creation and Fall
QUESTION Do I need to believe that the world was created in seven days to be a good Catholic?

No, I do not need to believe that the world was created in seven literal days to be a good Catholic. In fact, St
Augustine, as early as the fifth century, argued that the ‘days’ of the account of creation in Genesis cannot
mean literal days as measured by sunrise or sunset, since Genesis itself states that the sun was not made until
the fourth ‘day’ (City of God, XI, 7). Scripture therefore shows that what is expressed by the word ‘day’, like much in
Genesis, is a truth expressed by a metaphor or figure. One does not, therefore, need to believe (and Scripture
might even suggest that one should not believe) that the world was created in seven literal days.
QUESTION Why are the accounts of the creation and Fall in the book of Genesis relevant to us today

if these are just ancient myths?
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God, not several gods. Another essential truth is that creation was originally good prior to the coming of evil.

The accounts of the creation and Fall also have important implications for all subsequent moral decisions, in all
ages. Gen 1:26, for example, claims that the creation of human beings is a distinct, special act by God, “Let us
make humankind in our image, after our likeness.” This verse reveals that human beings have been given a special
dignity and intimate relationship with God, an important warning against the temptation to misuse human
beings in any way. The account of the Fall also provides a strong warning about the apparent attraction of evil,
the possibility of seduction into evil and the consequent separation from God brought about by mortal sin.

That’s why Evangelium now gives the
answers you need!

QUESTION Does the Big Bang theory contradict the Catholic faith in some way?

No, the Big Bang theory does not contradict the Catholic faith. Indeed, most people today are unaware that it
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It is also important to add that, until the 1960s, the Big Bang theory was often more popular withM
prominent
scientists and others within the Church, including Pope Pius XII, than many scientists outside the Church,
such as the astronomer Sir Fred Hoyle. While God might have created an unchanging, everlasting cosmos,
the Big Bang is intuitively more harmonious with creation ‘out of nothing’, beginning with light (cf. Gen 1:3).

“The most far-sighted and positive catechetical resource
QUESTION Does the theory of evolution contradict the Catholic faith in some way?
to come out of England, certainly in my lifetime.”
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Nevertheless, while the human body may have evolved, the Church rejects any view that a human being is
merely an animal, or that human morality should be guided by Darwinian principles (popularly expressed as
‘survival of the fittest’). By contrast, the Catholic faith holds that we have souls, created directly by God to
Adult Faith Formation
enable us to know and love him, by grace, as his adopted children. Furthermore, our greatest vocation is not
to propagate our genes, but to learn to love as God loves and to be happy with him forever in heaven.
Optional follow-up activities

Adult Catechesis · RCIA · Parish Courses - confirmation preparation · youth catechesis marriage preparation · self-instruction
Evangelium is a resource which enables all parishes to
run courses for adults on the Catholic Faith. It offers an
excellent grounding in the full panorama of Catholic
beliefs. A modular resource, it follows the same division
as the Catechism of the Catholic Church into Creed,
Sacraments, Morals and Prayer. It is adaptable to different parish situations and can even be led by non-experts
when necessary.
How does Evangelium work?
Evangelium delivers the essential elements of Catholic
beliefs and practice in concise and stimulating portions,
using slide presentations (in PowerPoint®) and illustrated participants’ books. The presentations can be easily
led by group leaders whether or not they feel confident
in teaching the faith: each module is clearly structured,
and the resources offer leaders all the support they will
need to present it.
Flexible and adaptable to the needs of your parish
evening courses or study days, short or long courses
principal uses, RCIA, refresher courses for adults
other uses, confirmation preparation, marriage preparation, youth catechesis, sixth-form students, selfinstruction, Communicates
Catholic teaching, content rigorously reviewed by leading theologians - cross-referenced fully to Scripture, the
Catechism and the new Compendium of the Catechism
a sure and faithful presentation of the riches of the Catholic faith Stimulating Presentations - beautiful
religious art is the focus for each lesson - attractive,
strongly visual slides, concise, precise wording
enlightening quotations from Scripture and saints

“A clear, concise, elegant presentation of the elements of the Catholic Faith” - Kevin Flannery SJ,
Gregorian University, Rome
“I think the course is absolutely excellent” - Fr Tim
Finigan, Sidcup
“an excellent project” - Fr John Saward, Oxford
University
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suggested further reading and activities for each module
What does the Evangelium course consist of?
25 modules, 1 hour 10 minutes each.
10 sessions covering the Creed, 5 sessions for the Sacraments, 5 for Morals and 5 for Prayer.
The course materials: Evangelium CD-ROM, One per
group. Self-starting CD-ROM with 25 PowerPoint
Viewer® presentations (1 per teaching module)
Participant’s Book, One per participant
Presenter’s Guide, One per leader
Participant’s Book summarises the presentations, provides references and reinforces learning. It an excellent
support for the group leader. Easy-to-use materials, clear
and structured programme, tried and tested lessons,
written by experienced catechists, references to additional resources and activities, easy-to-use software on
CD-ROM, no additional software required
What equipment is needed?
To show the presentations requires a personal computer
and projector to project the image onto a screen or
white wall, or to use an interactive whiteboard. Alternatively, an ordinary desktop or laptop computer screen
can be used if it is clearly visible to all participants.
Who can present the course?
Anyone willing to introduce, display the slides, and
conclude each session can present the course. No special
teaching expertise or training is required other than
reading the guidelines in the Presenter’s Guide. Visual
aids and cues in the presentations make it easy for nonexperts to give good and attractive presentations.

http://www.evangelium.co.uk/
Catholic Truth Society, 40-46 Harleyford Road,
London, SE11 5AY, United Kingdom
Tel: 020 7640 0042 (overseas: +44 20 7640 0042)
To buy Evangelium materials please go to
http://www.cts-online.org.uk/ (and click on Catechesis & RCIA in the sidebar). or you may email
to orders@cts-online.org.uk
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